THE COMING OF THE MACHINE
religious feeling which had been deliberately repressed
by Walpole and the Whig oligarchy. Enthusiasm of any
sort, in their opinion, was to be deprecated as dangerous
to the Revolution settlement, but religious enthusiasm
was to be avoided like the plague. The methods employed
to make Christianity safe for the Guelphs have already
been discussed, and the consequence was that only the
dwindling sect of the Non-Jurors remained to keep alive
a religion uncontaminated by State control. The Pres-
byterians had mostly drifted to Unitarianism, and the
other Dissenting bodies, where they still survived, were
but shadows of their former selves. The Church of
England was at its nadir during the reigns of the first
two Georges, and during the early years of George III.
Convocation remained silenced, and ecclesiastical prefer-
ments, invariably made to serve political ends, were
regarded by clergy and laity alike as little more than
desirable offices. Bishoprics and deaneries were solicited
from the Prime Minister of the day with unblushing
importunity. The effect of this was seen in the neglected
condition of cathedrals and parish churches. The Torring-
ton Diaries, for example, abound in references to rectors
and vicars who scandalously neglected their duties; what
their author says of Salisbury is typical:
"The close is comfortable, and the divines well
seated; but the house of God is kept in sad order, to
the disgrace of our Church, and of Christianity. When-
ever I see these things I wish for a return of the
authority and Church government of a land. The
church-yard is like a cow-common, as dirty and as
neglected, and through the centre stagnates a boggy
ditch.551
1 Vol. I, p. 106.
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